
MOBILIZING YOUTH TO FURTHER AWARENESS, 
LITERACY, AND SYSTEM CHANGE IN ORAL HEALTH 

AT THE COMMUNITY LEVEL



National Children’s Oral Health Foundation is 
dedicated to eliminating children’s 

preventable suffering from pediatric dental 
disease and promoting overall health and 

wellbeing for millions of children.



• Expand access to oral health care
• Increase oral health resources and 

education
• Improve oral health literacy
• Promote overall health and wellness 



.
University Dental & 

Dental Hygiene 
Programs

Stand Alone 
Dental Clinics

Mobile Units

Community 
Health Programs

Partnerships

Hospital-based 
Programs

School 
Programs



• Professional and Collegiate level 
Student volunteers provide 
preventive services and oral health 
education 

• Grant opportunities to establish 
chapter activities

• Community Education Kit 
provided for chapters/clubs



My Smile Matter 
Youth Movement





YOUTH ENJOY INTERACTING WITH 
YOUNGER CHILDREN AND WELCOME THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO DO SO.



YOUTH REQUIRE STRUCTURE AND INITIAL 
DIRECTION, BUT EMBRACE AUTONOMY 
AND RESPONSIBILITY



EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS FOCUSED ON 
YOUTH SERVICE OR HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS ARE EAGER TO INTEGRATE AN 
ORAL HEALTH COMPONENT







INCENTIVES ARE AN EXCELLENT TOOL TO 
ATTRACT PARTICIPATION



RECOGNIZE YOUTH FOR THEIR 
INVOLVEMENT IN THEIR COMMUNITY



ROBIN VANN
RVANN @NCOHF.ORG

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT YOUTH 
PROGRAMS CONTACT 
YOUTH @NCOHF.ORG 


